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GPO Box 5078 Brisbane
Queensland A007 Australia
Telephone +67 7 3779 7110
Email innovation@ministerial.gld.gov.au
Website gld.gov,au

Ref: 01367-2016 -- 17$37/16

Z 8•JUL 216
The Honourable Dr Steven Miles MP

~

Dear Mir~l's er

~

Re
lea

Minister for Environment and Heritage Protection and
Minister for National Parks and the Great Barrier Reef
GPO Box 2454
BRISBANE QLD 4001

se

Queensland
Government

Minister for Innovation, Science and the Digital IJconon~.~T
1Vlinister for Small Business

Please find enclosed a copy of the 2014--15 Statewide Landcover and Trees Study (SLATS)
report and the Executive Summary brochure.

SLATS is a long-term vegetation monitoring initiative, and supports the Department of
Naturai Resources and Mines' administration of the Vegetation Management Act 1999.
The SLATS report presents a comprehensive analysis of woody vegetatian clearing trends
in Queensland. The 2014-15 SLATS report states that the statewide woody vegetation

IR
TI

clearing rate was approximately 296,000 hectareslyear. This is similar to the 2013-14
statewide woody vegetation clearing rate of approximately 295,000 hectareslyear.
I have provided copies to the Honourable Jackie Trad MP, Deputy Premier, Minister for
Infrastructure, Local Government and Planning and Minister for Trade and Investment,
the Honourable Dr Anthony Lynharn MP, Minister for State Development and Minister for

Natural Resources and Mines, and the Honourable Leanne Donaldson MP, Minister for
Agriculture and Fisheries.
Please note the full report and its executive summary are embargoed until the official
release.
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if you require any further information, please contact Ms Christina Janes, Acting Science
Leader, Remote Sensing Centre, Science Division, Department of Science, Information
Technology and Innovation by email at Christina.Jones@dsiti.gld.gov.au or on telephone
O7 3170 5450.

DS

Yours sin.cerelS!.j

eeanne E och MP
Min"ster ~
f Innovation , Science and the Digital Economy
and Minister for Small Business
Encl. (2)
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Minister for Innovat><on, Science and the D~g1ta
Mznzster for Sma~~ Buszness

GAO Box 5078 Brisbane
Queensland 4001 Australia
Telephone +81 7 3719 7110
Email innovalion@minislerial.gld.gov,au
Website gld.gov.au
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CITY EAST QLD 4002

Dear ~pister

Re
lea

The Honourable Dr Anthony Lynham MP
Minister for State Development and
Minister for Natural Resources and Mines
PO Box 15216
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Queensland
Government
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Please find enclosed a copy of the 2014--15 Statewide Landcover and Trees Study (SLATS)
report and the Executive Summary brochure.

SLATS is a long-term vegetation monitoring initiative, and supports the Department of
Natural Resources and Mines' administration of the Vegetation Management Act 9999.
The SLATS repot# presents a comprehensive analysis of woody vegetation clearing trends
in Queensland. The 2014-15 SLATS report states that the statewide woody vegetation
clearing rate was approximately 296,000 hectares/year. This is similar to the 2013-14
statewide woody vegetation clearing rate of approximately 295,000 hectares/year.
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I have provided copies to the Honourable Jackie Trad MP, Deputy Premier, Minister far
Infrastructure, Local Government and Planning and MinisterforTrade and Investment, the
Honourable Dr Steven Miles, Minister for Environment and Heritage Protection and Minister
for National Parks and the Great Barrier Reef, and the Honourable Leanne Donaldson MP,
Minister for Agriculture and Fisheries.
Please note the full report and its executive summary are embargoed until the official
release. I would like to come to a mutual agreement on a suitable public release date with
you and the Deputy Premier given her portfolio's interest in vegetation management.
!f you require any further information, please contact Ms Christina Jones, Acting Science
Leader, Remote Sensing Centre, Science Division, Department of Science, Information
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Technology and Innovation by email at Christina.jones@dsiti.gld.gov.au or on telephone
07 3170 5450.

Yours sincerely

DS

r~

Leean.~e Enoch MP
Minister for Innovation, Science and t he Digital Economy
and Minister for Small Business

Encl. (2)
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For further details including definitions, methodology and statewide analyses,
please refer to the 2014-15 SLATS Report at:

__ Department of Science. Information Technology and Innovation
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Land cover change in Queensland in 2014-15

https://www.q Id.g ov.au/environmenVland/vegetation/mapping/slats-reports/

STATEWIDE WOODY VEGETATION CLEARING
2014-15

Total clearing rate
2014-15
(,000 ha/year)

2014-2015 Statewide Landcover and Trees Study Report
Prepared by
Remote Sensing Centre
Science Division
Department of Science, Information Technology and Innovation
PO Box 5078
Brisbane QLD 4001
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The State of Queensland (Department of Science, Information Technology and Innovation)
2016.
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The Queensland Govemmenl supports and encourages the dissemination and exchange of
its information. The copyright in this publication is licensed under a Creative Commons
Attribution 3.0 Australia (CC BY) licence.
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Under this licence you are free, without having to seek permission from DSITI, to use this
publication in accordance with the licence terms. You must keep intact the copyright notice
and attribute the State of Queensland, Department of Science, Information Technology and
Innovation as the source of the publication. For more information on this licence visit
hltp://crealivecommon s.org/licenses/by/3.0/au/deed. en
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Disclaimer

This document has been prepared with all due diligence and care, based on the best
available information at the time of publication. The department holds no responsibility for any
errors or omissions within this document. Any decisions made by other parties based on this
document are solely the responsibility of those parties. Information contained in this document
is from a number of sources and, as such, does not necessarily represent government or
departmental policy.
If you need to access this document in a language other than English, please call the Translating and Interpreting Service (TIS National) on 131 450 and ask them to telephone Library
Services on +61 7 3170 5725.
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Citation

Queensland Department of Science, Information Technology and Innovation. 2016. Land
cover change in Queensland 2014-15: a Statewide Landcover and Trees Study (SLATS)
report. DSITI, Brisbane.
Credits

Integration and Aplication Network, University of Maryland Center for Environmental Science
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Figure 5. Woody vegetation clearing in Queensland 20'14-15. Individual cell area ='17 500

hectares

The spatial distribution and intensity of woody vegetation clearing in
Queensland for the 2014-15 period is shown in Figure 5.
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BACKGROUND

WOODY VEGETATION CLEARING

The Statewide Landcover and Trees Study (SLATS) is a vegetation
monitoring initiative of the Queensland Government undertaken by the
Department of Science, Information Technology and Innovation (DSITI).

The study detects changes in woody vegetation using Landsat satellite
imagery. Images captured approximately one year apart are compared
using a combination of automated and manual mapping techniques to
produce a statewide map of land cover change.
Woody vegetation encompasses both woody remnant and woody
regrowth vegetation as defined by the VMA. Some examples of woody
vegetation include undisturbed and disturbed native woodlands, timber
plantations and exotic species.
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Figure 1. Historic woody vegetation clearing in Queensland

As illustrated in Figure 1, woody vegetation clearing in 2014-15 (296 000
ha/year) was similar to that of the 2013-14 period (295 000 hatyear).
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Figure 3. Woody vegetation clearing in key drainage divisions as a percentage of total

clearing in Queensland (Table 1)

The Murray-Darling and North East Coast divisions continued to record
the highest woody vegetation clearing rates in 2014-15. 119 000
ha/year and 115 000 ha/year were cleared in those regions (Figure 3). In
2013-14 comparatively, 153 000 ha/year of woody vegetation clearing
occurred in the Murray-Darling and 111 000 ha/year in the North East
Coast divisions. In the 'other' category, woody vegetation clearing rates
changed significantly in the Gulf Rivers division (21 000 ha/year in
2014-15 compared to 7 000 ha/year in 2013-14) and in the Lake Eyre
division (38 000 ha/year in 2014-15 compared to 20 000 halyear in

2013-14).
GREAT BARRIER REEF (GBR) CATCHMENTS

■ Mulga Lands

■ Olher biogeographic
regions

■ GBR catchments'*

2014-15
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• 91 % of cleared woody vegetation was replaced by pasture in the
2014-15 period. The remaining 9%was replaced by crop, forestry,
mining, infrastructure and settlements.

Period
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Gulf Plains

Table 1. Clearing by woody vegetation type (,000 ha/year)
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• 296 000 ha/year of woody vegetation was cleared, statewide. This was
similar to the statewide woody vegetation clearing figure in 2013-14 of
295 000 ha/year.

• 29% of the 2014-15 mapped woody vegetation clearing had
previously been cleared one or more times since 1988.

■ Other divisions

600

2014-15 period

• 114 000 ha/year of remnant woody vegetation was cleared, statewide,
representing 38% of the total woody vegetation clearing (Table 1). This
compared to 100 000 ha/year of remnant woody vegetation clearing in
2013-14 (35% of total woody vegetation clearing).
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BIOGEOGRAPHIC REGIONS

KEY FINDINGS

■ Murray-Darling
■ North East Coast

asw

To facilitate comparison between analysed periods, results are
reported as woody vegetation clearing rates in thousands of hectares
per year (,000 ha/year) for all of Queensland
Anew method for calculating the rate of clearing has been applied for
the 2014-15 period, and to all previously reported SLATS clearing
periods (as shown in Figure 1). Refer to the full 2014-15 SLATS report
for further information.

2014-15

Woody remnant

700
Clearing Rate (,000 ha/year)

The maps and statistics derived from SLATS support the Vegetation
Management Act 1999 (VMA) administered by the Department of
Natural Resources and Mines (DNRM).

All woody

DRAINAGE DIVISIONS

Rates are rounded to the nearest 1000 ha/year and percentages are rounded to the
nearest whole percentage.

Mitchell
Grass
Downs

Figure 2. Woody vegetation clearing in key biogeographic regions as a percentage of total

clearing in Queensland (Table t)

The Brigalow Belt and Mulga Lands continued to record the highest
woody vegetation clearing rates in 2014-15. 130 000 ha/year and
65 000 ha/year were cleared in those regions (Figure 2). In 2013-14
comparatively, 132 000 ha/year of woody vegetation clearing occurred in
the Brigalow Belt and 108 000 ha/year in the Mulga Lands. In the 'other'
category, woody vegetation clearing rates changed significantly in the Gulf
Plains region (18 000 ha/year in 2014-15 compared to 4 000 ha/year in
2013-14) and in the Mitchell Grass Downs region (26 000 ha/year in
2014-15 compared to 14 000 ha/year in 2013-14).
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Figure 4. Woody vegetation clearing in the Great Barrier Reef Catchments as a percentage of
total clearing in Queensland (Table ~)

108 000 ha/year of woody vegetation was cleared in 2014-15 in the
GBR catchments (Figure 4). This compared to 105 000 ha/year of
woody vegetation clearing in 2013-14.
~ The GBR catchments are a subset of the North East Coast drainage division indicated
in Figure 3.

